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FEAST OF THE BONKU

HOW JAPAN'S GREAT SUMMER HOLK
DAY I8 CELEBRATED.

It I at Onoe an Oocaslon Fer Feast-
ing the Spirits of the Departed and
an Opparisnity For a Marvelous
DMaplay of Lanteras,

There are no Sondays lo Japan, but
the people enjoy many legal and re
liglous holidays. The wost uwolable
of all s that elaborate summer fos
tival which lasts for four days In the
widdle of July nind hias po many sides
to it that It l« known by several names,
Formerly It wan siyled Urabon; today
it Is usually called the Feast of Bon,
or Rommatsurl, or the Bonky.
al once & tiwe for feasting the splrita
of the departed and an occasion for a
warvelous display of lanterus. Many
Europeans call It the Feast of Lau
deorns.  Bpeaking strictly, It wmay be
devominated the Japanese Festival of
All Bouls,

In Dal Nippon religlon and pleasure
g° baud in hand, and this extraordl

It s

nary season of homuge to friends who

have passed away In ap occasion of |

most singuiar and excesdingly ph |
turesque natloual festivities on n unl
versal scale. The popular doctrine ix
that during theso four days of the
year the apirita of ancestors take a hol-
iay from bades and visit the fa
millar scenes of past terrestrial life,
especially the temples and sbrines!
where they used to worship, and that!
they expect to be cordinlly and de
voutly welcomed and generously fed
These shadowy visitors also look for
amusement, and It |s abundantly sup
plied |

Tokyo b a gay sight lodeed on the
morning of July 13 The first cere’
mony W the Kawa Biruk!, or opeu
lng of the river, Processlous of pleas
ure boats start down the river Ku
mida. They are exquisitely decorated
with fags, ribbons, colored paper and
flowers ln profusion, the llly belug|
most lo evidence, as this blossom s n
Japan the emblem of purity, The
prople wish thelr ancestral lnvislble
guesin to helleve that they are living
lmmaculate lives, whatever may hap
@ro 1o b the truth of the matter, Al
night al} the river craft will again sall
in procession, and the gayety will be
at the climax.

During the daytime the religlous rit-
ual s sedulovaly observed. For many
danys numerous hands bave been busily
wenving néw mats of the fAnest rice
siraw, and now Lhese are brought to
the Buddhist shrines and spréad upon
the altars and inside the temples. In
every home also a similar preparation
for the festival worship is observed,
the spotiess mat being devoutly lald
In the domastic “butsudan” as the
little home shrine ls lermad where
worniog and evenlng prayers are of-
fered before the ancestiral tablets or
Inscriptions,

(M course the fesding of the ghostly
guests la the most essential item v
the programme of preparstion. The
dietetic commodities which these vis
ftors from the unseen world are sup-
pose] to prefer are somewhat numer
ous; therefore the viands are offerwd
s many tny portions. Fresh lotus
leaves are procured, If possible, and
ot these the food is placed. The mor-
seln are all deliclous, and the ban-
quet In indeed & lempting one, suppos-
ing that the badean epicures bave
really any appetite for these mundane
delienclon, They are supposed Lo be
specially fond of bita of the cholce
Japanese frults called “salkwa” and
“url” They are offersd plums and
peaches. Little allces of muskmelon
and watermelon are in evidence. The
egeplant frult |s never missing.

Bomewhat more subsatantial are the
«ontributions In the sbape of “gomen”™
(earefully bolled rice), “somen” (a kind
of macaronl) and “dange” (s misute
flour dumpling). Varlous delleate
specimens are added, but po kind of
anlmul food In ever offered, nor I »
drop of wine Included. Buch com-
moditles would shock the reflued spfrit.
ual tustes of the guests. Clean water
In constantly sprinkled on the shrine

with a brauch of the wered mishohag'
bush, and all day once an hour tes Is
froshly prepured for the ghosts. Chop-

sticks are Inld by the offerings, the un
séen visitors belng treated just as Ly

Ing belugs,
The procecdlngs Indoors of conrss oe
cupy much nttention, nnd some member

of the fnmily st cmatantly ba (n the

—_—

home, but the Gofhge out of doors are
full of intereat and eharm. All kinds
of fascinating features characterize the
publie eelobretions on land, on the
river and by the sea. In all roral Ja-
pan the lively Bon Odori, or dance
of souls, Is kept up during the three
days. It cousisia of a performance by
the villagers In a great circle. The
dancers go round, posturing in a greal
varlety of attitudes, a few In the cen-
ter being the musiclans. In the citien
the Bon Odorl ls now a professional
exhibition of sikill by pretty and popu-
lar gelsha girla. As always In Japan,
the duncers tell a story by thelr move
ments,

Wonderful everywhere in the land 8
the soene at nightfall. The “mukaebl,”
ot welcome f are kindled on the
first evening of Bommatsuri along the
rivers and (he shores wherever any
town or village siands. The Japaneee
do nothing promiscuously, so they light
in every place exactly 108 of thewe
Gren. They are Intended to guide the
spirits If any need illumination to fnd
thelr way to the homes and shrines
they are seeking. And, with a like
alm, svery houssholder at sunset fixes
before his portal several torches. Be
widen these flaring and fragrani »lg

nals, beautiful lanterna aAre suspended | =

over sach entrance. For the poor
ghosts whe come to earth for the Bom
matsurl, but bave po friends, aod pe

| would ba bungry and disconsolate.

very special provision s made by the
priests In the tewmples, Thia ls & ape
clal function of the third night,

The “sayonara,” or farewell cereme
alal, s the Bual scene, and a pathetic
performance it is. On the last night,
the evenlog of the 16th, the spirita

|-ut all return whence they came o

earth for their brief visitation, and
mothing has been peglected !n prep-
aration for thelr departure. HBweet
poetical messages of love and good
will bave been written with asaiduous
care and real reverence. These love
leiters have been placed in beautiful
little boats made of barley straw, to-
gether with delicate morsels of various
kinds of food for the journey; also
miulature lanterns are deposited In the
tiny craft, for the departing friends
will need light on the mystic way.
The boats are about twelve Inches In
length. Another tiny lantern s attach-
od to the prow, This Is lighted, and In-
couse is set aflame in the stern. Then
the little eraft s launched on creek,
canal, river or sea. And far into the
night, as these phantom fSeets glide
along, the waters gleam with the spar-
kling of the strange little craft, the
“shoryobune,” or boata of the blessed
ghosts, - 8L, James' Gazetts.

Dislnherited,

They tell & story In Paris of Plerre
Wolff, the dramatist, nephew of Albert
Wolff, the critic and sworn enemy of
the manager Antoine. When Plerre
took his first plece to Antolne it was ao-
cepted on condition that bhe should put
luto It “as much as possible of every-
thing that is abominable to your uncle,
the eritle” He did this with soch
good will that be seandalized his uncle,
the publie, the stage Aremen, the dross.
ers, the prompier and M. Antolne him-
self, who went about at rebearsal rub-
bing his hands and saying, "Oune can
pot go too far, and wo one shall keep
me from putting iu the advertisements,
‘Play by Plerre Wolff, nephew of Al
bert Wolff,' " When the dramatist called
on his uncle, Albertshouted, “Miserable!
If I bad a fortuns T'd disinberit youl"
“Disinberit me all the same,” suggest-
od the nepbew. “It will advertise me."
“Yery well, then. [ have pothing to
leave, 90 I won't Joave it to youl™

Beenrry In Bering Sea.

“Salllug southeasterly along the shore
of that haunt of the walrus and polar
bear, Bt. Matthew's lsland, In the Be
riog sea,” sald a navigator of those wa-
ters, “one ls impressad by the mingling
of the grotesque and the terrible Lo the
character of the scenery. The porth-
weat polnt of the laland Is split up Into
a collection of large rocks of most fan-
tastic shapes. Houses, splres, cathe
@rals and figures of men and beasts are
pome of the forms assumed by these
volcanle fragments, which, rising black
above the white, seething foam of the
son that brenks agninst thelr base, give
a welrd aspect to the grim and deso
lute region. One rock resembling a
large saddle suggested to me the
thought that some antedllavian glant
might In his time have straddied It and
perhaps Oshed for reptilla over tbe
beetling cliffs which It surmonnts.™
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Low Walter. A M. -..l P. M.

Date, fhm. |t | hm | £t
Wedneaday ...... 1] 9:26) 2.8/10:36i-0.6
Thursday ........ 2(10: 65 3.2{11:33] 0.0
PHAAY soevvions 8l.voueliee J12:05] 3.3
Saturday 0.6 1:20| 3.3
BUNDAY 1.0 2:31] 2.9
Monday 18] 3:34] 2.3
Tuenday L6 4:27] 1.8
Wednendny 1.7] 5:13] 1.2
Thursday 1.9 6:63 0.8
PriQAY .ocivenecs 2.1] 6:30| 0.4
Baturday 2.4 T:01] 0.1
BUNDAY 2.7 1:31}-0.1
Monday 2.9 8.02/-0.2
Tuesdny 3.1 8:31]-0.2
Wednesday 8.3 9:06/-0.1
Thursday 1.4] 0:44] 0.0
FridAY ..ccoivvses 3.8/10:80| 0.3
Baturday . 8.6111:20| 0.7
BUNDAY e o|18:08] 8.5
Monday 0: 1.1 1:14] 8.1
Tuesday ....ovee 1: 1.4 2:29] 2.6
Wednesday ...... 22 2:3l'l{ 1.7] 3:856] 1.7
Thursday ........28] 3:380 L8 4:33] 0.8
Friday .....o....24] 4:30) 2.0 5:35{-0.1
Saturday ........26| n::r.‘ 21| 8:156(-0.8
BUNDAY L.26 8:18] 2.2 7:02(-1.3
Monday «.ovvvves 271 7:00) 2.4 7:60/-1.5
Tuesday ++28] 7:53 2.6 B:36/-1.4
Wednesday ...... 9 B:43 2.8 9:21)-11
Thureday «eoeoves 80| 9:28] 3.0{10:11}-0.8

'TIDE TABLE, NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER, 1908,

High Water, | AM | P.M

Date. |hom. | ft. | ham | 1L
Wednesday ...... 1| 4:00] 7.4] 5:33| 84
Thursday ........ 2 4:87] 7.0] 4:29] 80
FHaaY c.oviveen 3] 6:01) 6.9 5:35 7.3
Saturday ...ev.0. ' 7:00 6.9 6:53] 6.9
BUNDAY iivies 6| 8:14] 7.1 B:11] 6.7
Monday 6 9:08 7.4] 9:19] 6.7
Tuesday .. T 9:64] 7.7(10:15] 6.8
Wedneaday ...... R10:04] 7.9/11:06| 6.9
Thursday ........ lfll:ln 8.1011:48] 11
PHORY svsscerees 10(10: 48] 8.1).....0u0e0
Saturday ........ 11] 0:38! 7.212:; 8.4
SUNDAY .ivvsee 12} 1:08] 7.112:45] 8.6
Monday .....oons 18] 1:42] 7.01 1:13] 84
Tuesday .........14] 2:30] 7.0| 1: 84
Wednesday ...... 16| 2:63] 0.9 2: 83
Thursday ... 18 3:32( 6.8] 2: 8.0
Friday ..... T 4:1m A7) 8:08 1Y
Baturday ........ 18] 6:10] A7) 4:32] 72
BUNDAY ..ooise 19) 6:09) 6.9 5:42] 63
Monday ....oeves 20| 7:10] 7.4 T: [ X
Tuesday .........31] 8:08 7.5 8:80] 6.4
Wednesday ...... 22| 9:00] 7.9 9:41] 6.7
Thursday ....cooe 28| 9:50| B.4{10; 10
PYMAY ivvviviiss 24{10: GO' £9i11:38 13
Baturday .iieenes S6111:36] 9.80.....0viss
SUNDAY ..covue 26! 0:29] 7.5/12: i X
Monday ..icoovee 37 1:18) 7.8118: (X}
Tuesday .... .38 2:07] 7.4] 1: (X}
Wednesday ...... 29 2:60! 7.5 2 (8|
Thursday ...ovves 20| 5:45| 7.4 2:10] BA
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R MISHER'S OPERA HOUSE )

L. E. Selig, Lessee and Manager

MISS GEORGIA HARPER

COMPANY OF 18 PLAYERS

Satisfaction
is all

that go:-; with

DDV
GCLDEN|
WEST

a

ONE WEEK COMMENCING

TONIGHT
“NIOBE”

A carload of seenery, furniture, ete.

New Specialties

Sold on merit.

No prizes—no crockery—
no coupons,

J. A.FOLGER @ CO.

San Franclseo
ERTABUOHED 1908

THE ILLINOIS CENTRAL.

best to the east and south, Making
#Hose connections with trains of all
transcontinental lines, passengers are
given their cholce of routes te Chicago,
Loulsville, Memphis and New Orleans,
and through these points to the far
easnt,

Prospective travelers desiring infor-
mation as to the lowest rates and best
routes are Invited to correspond with
the following representatives:

B. H. TRUMBULL, Commercial Agent,
142 Third Bt, Portland, Ore

 —

SAN FRANCISCO &
PORTLAND S. S. CO.

Prices: Reserved Seats, 50c; Gallery, 25c..
Seat sale opens Saturday morning at 0 o'clock at Hoefler's Candy Store.

JUST A MOMENT!

SE LS
We Want to Talk to You

ABOUT BOOK BINDING |

We do it in All the Latest and
Best Styles of the Art. . ..

R
We take your Old Magazines that you
have piled away on your shelves and make
Handsome Books of them fit to grace any
library,
We take your old worn out books with

the covers torn off, rebind them and return
to you good as any new book.

Let us figure with you on fixing up your
Library.

Fare Including berth and meals, $15;
Round-trip, §25.

Steamer Leaves Astorla for San
Francisco Every 5 Days.
e
Connects at SanFrancisco with Rail
and Steamer Lines for Scuth.
ern California.

G, W. ROBERTS, Agent,

Astoria, Oregon. |
A. G. D. KERRELL,

Gen, Pas. Agent.

8an Francises, Cal

RIOGRAS Dy
pAILROAD B

S DivyeR

|
YOU WILL BE SATISFIED

WITH YOUR JOURNEY.

Y Y R

The J. S. Dellinger Co,

Makers of All Kinds of Books

AsTORIAN BUILDING

BECAUSE

(here Are s0 many scenic attrae-
tions and poiots of interest along
the line between Ogden and Den- |
ver that the trip never becomes |
tiresome. 1

If you are going East, write for ia- |
formation and get a pretty book that |
will tell you al about It ‘

W. C. MoBride, General Agent.
124 Third Street
PORTLAND,

CorNiEr CoMMERCIAL AND 10TH STRRET

SORE LUNGS

your lungs are sore and inflamed from
is the time when the of PNEUMONIA, PLE
and CONSUMPTION find lodgment and multiply.

FOLEYS
HONEYARDTAR

OREGON |

It con-

tains no eﬁ:mrnnumnsuunand the
or opiates cause constipation, a condition that

m
mm

— A Marvelous Qure,

doctors said | had con- |

Lll.lw?hg

and no better until | used FOLEY'S HONEY AND TAR.
It mrlgg.!rutbomnlndmppedthe of blood and the
pain in my lungs and today I am sound and we

Sold and Reccommened by CHAS. ROGERS, Druggist.




